Web weaving

The art of creating graphics to head up an online portfolio is a key skill

that any digital imageer has to master. Our tutorial shows you how Ol oioe
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Imaging Workshop/
Advanced editing’
Flowers1é PG

Being a digital photographer doesn't ju
mean mastering a digital camera or
imaging software - the Internet is ano
vital part of every professional’s arsen
It's becoming more and more important for all
photographers to compile an online portfolio to sl
off their work to possible clients. However, it's
important that a Web site advertising your digital
imaging talent looks as good as possible. Thankful
there are some very simple ways to make sure you
home page looks its best by drafting in the help o
Adobe Photoshop.

It's eamy 1o make the mistake of thinking that Phatesh
just an image-editing suite, In fact, it contains a host of 4
designed to make images Web-ready, and can be used
create stunning graphics and Web site page fumiture. W
of us have usad lavers in Photoshop to create composit
images with separate text and graphics, Using thess
functions carzfully means that all the elements can be
blended together seamlessly 1o create a professional-lac
Wb site to die for.

Photoshop. 7.0 dedicated Web design tools indude
features for creating advanced navigation buttons, image
maps and URL links. They're surpnsingly 2asy to use, an
this witorial is designed o give you the kniowledge you'l
rieed to master the art of creating first-rate digital irmage
the Warld Weds Web.
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Find out more online

e wall inspire and educate at the
B . You 8 find: plesnty of
ioriale and resoueoes amd even an
ey 10 posa questions 1o
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12 Add some text
I;I]:m thir Horamntal Type tool and wse i 1o add lattering o
e nameplate. We've cheated a bit by using e Shaded Red

- Sevel style from the Text Style palette. B, of course, theres
pothing wiong with experimenting and coming up with & maw
it se o complement your emage.
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14 Image maps

thotoshap and ImageReady 20 automatically create masks for
| every element in the image. These masks can be used o

| feskice the fike size of your graphic even further, Click the
Madily Quasty button on the Optimize palene to select which
masks you wani to use for the optimisation

21 Web output

Oy your creation & finished, save the gaphic shcoes and
HIML 10 your hasd drive, Go back o ImapeReacy and select
Fie. then click Save Optimized As. It's now possible to open up
- the HTMIL fife and cut and paste the banner HTML code into
misting Web code using a text-editing program,

lshnmwshup Planet Photoshop
wiEamphoinshop.com wew planetphotoshopoom
| Lisking for tips and advice? Head o Just when you thought you
e Protoshop, @ good-looking site couldnt handle anather

Photoshop tutonia), along momes
Flanet Phososhop. The site covers
every fopic in detail and there’s
evien a daily tutorial for those of
you stll hurgry for knowledge.
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14 Bend that text

We want our nameplate and text to look theee-dimensional
The Render 30 Transform fiter enables you o draw geometic
shapes and bend images around them, ghing a morne realistc
finish, In our example we've drawn a cylinder shape and
wriapped the text aound it
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19 Leaving a note

ImageReady enabées you 10 create a0 Image map and generate
HTML code so you can use the image as a navigation button an
8 Web ste. Cick Layer and sebect Mew Layer Image Map frea’
and draw the map esing the Imape Map tools. When finished,
enter the UEL, target and ALT infosmation,

24 The finished image

Although the example we've created here is very basic, it's
possible 1o create much mose sophisticated and viswally striking
offects. i's wonhwhile expermenting with Photoshog's featumes
to create banner styles and montages until youw find one that
you're happy with,
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Technical tips to remember
Colowr mode
While printing ar image oul requires using CMYK
maxde, leave the sattings on BGE for the Web
| Definge
Leaving a visible halo mund your Image fooks sioppy
and unpeofiessional, Aways defringe to gea nd of it
Opatity
| Manying degrees of opacity look very effective, but
don't owerdo 1t = keep things simple and wisibe.
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Rutate wﬂh confidence
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Web weaving

10 Let there be light

Wa've added a few mome layers 1o the image and cougle of
flowers have been lsolated and used to fill up the spaces. The
fender Lighting Effects 1ol can be used o sulithy adjust the
illumination of the Bowers 0 disguise the fact that theye all
peen copied (rom the same soure.

15 Watercolour challenge

Wit the teuet in place, wetve decided ke make the fowers look
a fitthe mote spyirsed, and there ane seversl special effect filkers
avafiable for this. Cicking on Filters. > Artistic = Watenoolou
twings up the Watercotour Filter menu. Tweaking the Bush
Detall sBder alters the intensity of the efect.
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20 Slice it up

If dive Wb graphic s quite Jarge and you want 10 ot
download times, its possible 1w slice it into fitle pieces
ImapsFeady M will generate the HTML code o put the
patchwerk of files back together aain, Sefect the S 1ol
fiom the- oolbax and draw dwer the area you want i spli

11 Shaping up

To create a nameplate g0 1o Custom Shape in the tnalbax and
select d template — we've chasen Banner 3, Use the Layer
Style menu 10 add a drop shadow, inner shadows, satin effects
and colour overlays. When you've finished, add the new styfe
10 the Style Palere by clicking the New Style butten
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1¢ Going for optimisation

When youte satisfied with the image, prepan it for the Web
using Adobe ImageReady 70, which is built into the latest
edifien of Photoshop. The program makes it possible o
salect Web graphic optimisation file types such as |PEG, GiF
and PG fomnats.

21 Make a note

If youe creating Intteate compositions of working on 2 progect
with ather people, the Annotation function in Photoshop Misa
godsend. Click the Annotation tael o #dd notes o your image.
For those wha don't take witien instrucdons too well, theres
2leo an audio annotation function,
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12 Finishing touches

The Scale funcion can be used to make the nameplate a (R
lorgier and reorder the layers so 1hat the Aowers hang ot the
abject. We've alsn msteitsed the shape 10 smooth the edges A
that's needed now is to dean up the artefacts ceated by the
flowver layers and add a dmp shadow o the flowers

17 Choosing a level

An unfortunate e of Web graphics is that you have o
sacrifice image quality in order o educe file size. Previes the
finished image by dicking the "4-Up' 13 on the imape-editing
panel. This displays four separate panels showing a range af
different aptimisation levels.

22 Batch conversion

Muttiple images can be processed using Phateehops Autamat
functions, You can use these 10 convert graphics into differen
formats, or apply the same syle 1o many different files. In ow
example, we've used the ‘Fit Image’ sutomation o seabe dowr
ot banner 1o fit on a frame thar's 800 pixels wide.
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Find out more online FEr——
G Adobe onfine help :

hitp:/ fuser fundy net/monms www.adobe com/products /tps/ recant Fronoslop tutosdals

This Is a very well designed photoshogphiml

and good-looksns sita, Adobe’s official sae offers winoraks

conzaining an abundance of
infarmaticn along with plenty
af links to Photoshop artides
on the Met, One of the best
Phateshop sies angaind
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1 Correct that colour

When you've gatherod phetos e use in the composite picune,
open each image in Photoshop and adgust the brighiness,
contrast and colour balance <o the photographs look their best
Mes1 of the necessary options can be found in the Image
meau under Adjustmems.

4 Use the eraser

Performing an extraction somebmes leaves parts of the onginal
image behind. To remove them, sebect the Eraser tool and use i
10 by out any umsanted pixels. Don't erase pans of the image

by bewng lazy — 2oom up dose and then educe the brosh size

i et intn those toublesome nooks and cranmies.
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and advice on gettng the most fom
the program, while signing up o
becorme a member of the Expert
Censer wall entitle you o furthes
help, wiorals and online resoures,
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7 Faith healer
When using the Cione oal, therell be aneas that look
unnasural. To fix thes, sebect the Healing Brush, which is

similar 1o the Clone Stamg but retains texture and shoding.
Haold down Al and dicke 1o select an area o copy, then click

s toget nd of unsightly poins,
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2 Variations on a theme

Qe of the mone uselul featenes of Photoshap 7 s the
Variations function. To access thes, dick on Imaige > Adjustments
and select the Variations option. The soeen presents the image
in & sefies of panels showang: the effects of different levals of
adjustment

5 Straighten up

If you want a decent-looking banner, the imape needs o be
strasihit. Go to Rotate Canvas and teeak the mmage if it's
shighily off Entering & custom figure into the Angle” bax is the
best method in this situation. Use the guides or the gid to help
you e the image aligned exactly where you want i
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& Duplicating layers

Tor make it loek ke there are more flowsrs than in the orginal
image, we've created a number of dupsicase kavers, Click Layer
and Duplicate 1o create a doned byer Bow use 1he Move oo
1 reposition the imagse — you can flip or iofate the layess and
pession them indrvidually

Personalising Photoshop

It’s possible 1o customise Photoshop A0 using the
Proferences menu, Here you can change the unit of
measurement used, the avallable cursors and mone
You may alse need o &er the memory and soatch
memory seftings — this will speed things up and
prevent any exapgeraed slowtdowns when switching
beteveen Photoshop and other appscations, Discover
maee about adjusting Photoshops peeferences in our
tutonal on page 76
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3 Leave it out

Unwanted backgrounds can be eliminated wsens the
Extraction toal laccessed via Filker > Extraction), Use the Pen
ol o mark the cutine of the area you want to keep and
fill in the remaining image with the Food Fil il Click 0K
1 banish the superfluous areas. See pd& for more.
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& Clone and correct

Thee edee of this image & a liide eged, so we'll use the Cone

tool 1o duplicate the fiowers and smooth things over Select the
Clone Stamp and pick an approgaate brush size, Hobd down the
At key and press the left mose button o select a soue point
fram wihich 1o done

¢ History lessons

Thie History palette can be used to tum back she clock and
unda mistakes — just select an action fram the list and the
Image wall revert to that state. Theres alse a History Bnsh on
tive toolbox that has e same effect. Lse the brush to paint
over the image and retum it 10 its previows apaearnce,
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