GPRS - what exactly does that

mean? Sounds like another

pointless acronym to me.

At isn't. GPRS stands for general

packet r 'hr service.Not to be

confuses obal positioning

), which is great at helping you
rome fram the pub when you've

I'ad too much po

Q@ C'mon, surely GhRs Is just an excuse

for mobile phone companies to sell

me another handset?

AWhat kind of gad,

Eq Ntﬂ-pnoratinn? How does GPRS
relate to those all-singing, all-
dancing, toast-making multimedia
phones we've bee promised?
= SPRS can be viewed a3 a stepping
H n the current sec

“When you said thase now

phones promise multimedia
functionality, GPRS just 5 oL
faster WAP and data access
@ But WAP's rubbish. | always have to
wait ages to connect, and it's as fast
as a sloth on Temazepam.

i ster, While your
ea

current G5M p
feeble 9.6 kilobits per second transfer
rate, GPRS phanes can handle between
26 and 43Kbps (0K, that's a bit slower

can anly man

phanes beat everyth

| didn't realise that
included me."

wslrr-u Jr‘.;l uses the same frequencies.

51y
theu like two well-fed kittens

Q Right. I've got a wallet full of cash

burning a hole in my pocket. When

can | sign up?

A Straight away. BT have been running

a GPRS service since last July (but don't

advertise the fact), and you can get a

basic shdb account for £ r

T

“GPRS just gives you faster
WAP and data access”

than the 17oKbps originally promised).
Mare importantly, you won't be
waiting araund for a conpection, GPRS
Is @ kit like ADSL - ys on’, and you
only pay for the services that you use,
at makes it ideal for email, as

phone on a con
'Q So I'm golng to have to throw my
old GSM phone away, am I?

A Mot really, because GPRS is regarded

manth. Oh, and you'll alse need to

sturnp up £199 fnr Matorola
Timepaort phane. Vodafene are alsa

running a trial GPRS service, which

was launched last August,

Q What's that got to do with my

phene bill?

ANour subscription is measured by
the amount of data you transmit per
manth, net the amaount of time

Duarren Lock

NOW pcgear &=

will it all and?
And more

importantly,
does each new

davelopment
makae it worth
your while to
getrid of the
mobile phone
you've already
got? Your call.

WHAT NEXT?

 you're
expecting GPRS
to dellver all
manner of
multimedia
content, then
forget it. You'd
be better off
saving your
pennles and
investing in a 3G
phone when
they eventually
hit the shelves.
‘When will that
be? Conservative
estimates reckon
2010,
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